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Welcome to the Listening component of the Matura Examination.

The exam consists of four tasks. The listening material and the instructions are recorded on this cassette, and the tasks and the instructions are printed in this test booklet.

· Every task will begin with some music, and then you will hear (and you can also read) the instructions to the task. 

· This will be followed by a silent period on the cassette in order to give you some time to study the task in your test booklet before hearing the text. 

· Then we will play the recording in one piece. The maximum length of each recording is three minutes.

· After another short silent period we will play the recording for the second time, but now in three shorter sections in order to give you enough time to write down your answers. 

· You will also have some time to check your answers at the end of the task.

The whole test is about 30 minutes long. 

Good luck!

TASK 1:

· In this section you are going to hear an interview with Chad, a young American teacher who has been working in Hungary for some time.

· Your task will be to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in the boxes on the right. Please note that in this task both answers may be correct. However, there is always at least one correct answer. This means you might have to circle one or two letters.

· First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will play the whole recording in one piece.

· Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the text in three sections to give you enough time to write down your answers.

· At the end, you will have some more time to check your answers.


· Chad has been in Hungary for … 

a)  four months.

b)  four years.


1. Going to work or home, Chad now takes …

a)  a tram and a trolley-bus.

b)  the underground.


2. He wrote the stanzas of his long poem on …

a)  trams and trolley buses.

b)  the underground.


3. Chad finds it easier to write about …

a)  America when he is abroad.

b)  other countries when he is in the US.


4. In the 1970s Chad …

a)  was a child.

b)  was a hippy.


5. Chad …

a)  had lived in 30 different houses by the time he was 15.

b)  is writing a book that will have 30 chapters.


6. Chad has already had …

a)  some poems published.

b)  his ‘creative non-fiction’ work published.

This is the end of TASK 1.

TASK 2

· In this section you are going to hear a radio report about the famous guards of the Tower of London.
· Your task will be to give short answers to the questions below.
· First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will play the whole recording in one piece.

· Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the text in three sections to give you enough time to write down your answers.

· At the end, you will have some more time to check your answers.

· What is the popular name of the guards of the Tower of London?
Beefeaters
	7. What colour is the Beefeaters’ outfit according to the announcer?


	8. At what age do Beefeaters retire at present?


	9. What is the Beefeaters’ job at the Tower of London today?


	10. Why does the government want the Beefeaters to retire at 60?


	11. Who were the Beefeaters originally formed by?


	12. What two basic functions do Beefeaters perform today?


	13. How long have the Beefeaters been serving in the Tower of London?


	14. What colour is the Beefeaters’ outfit according to John Murphy?


	15. What special perk do Beefeaters enjoy in addition to their attractive uniforms?


	16. When does the Ceremony of the Keys take place in the Tower of London?


This is the end of TASK 2.

TASK 3

· In this section you are going to hear an account of two different trips.
· Your task will be to choose the correct answer and write its letter into the box on the right.
· First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will play the whole recording in one piece.

· Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the text in three sections to give you enough time to write down your answers.

· At the end, you will have some more time to check your answers.

	· The woman in the first account is talking about a …
	


a) coach tour.




c) coastal walk.

b) lakeside walk.



d) fishing trip.

	17. She went on the journey …
	


a) with a group of people.


c) with her children.

b) all alone.




d) with a friend of hers.

	18. What she did NOT come across during the trip was …


a) lots of sea animals.



c) coastal cliffs.

b) sandy beaches.



d) a lot of tourists.

	19. This trip of hers took place in …


a) spring.




c) autumn.

b) summer.




d) winter.

	20. The man arrived in Paris …


a) in the morning.



c) in the afternoon.

b) at night.




d) at noon.

	21. He says that the 18th district of Paris is a(n) …


a) lovely, romantic place.


c) poor and run-down area.

b) cheap but attractive part of town.

d) expensive but friendly district.

	22. The only thing that was NOT true of their hotel was that …


a) there were bugs everywhere.

c) the sheets were damp.

b) it was rather smelly.


d) the blankets were damp.

	23. The cause of the friend’s accident – in addition to the heavy package – was that …


a) there were no lights on the landing.
c) the stairs were very narrow.

b) they were extremely tired.


d) he had slipped on the wet stairs.

	24. The incident happened … of their holiday.


a) on the very last day



c) on the second day

b) on the very first day


d) towards the end

	25. Some other guests in the hotel heard the crash, opened their doors and …


a) rushed out to help.



c) called an ambulance.

b) went back in immediately.


d) called the police.

This is the end of TASK 3.

TASK 4:

· In this section you are going to hear an announcement about a radio programme.
· Your task will be to complete the sentences below with one word.
· First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will play the whole recording in one piece.

· Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the text in three sections to give you enough time to write down your answers.

· At the end, you will have some more time to check your answers.

(
The radio channel we are listening to is ….....……Radio 4.  ……..….....… 
26. Trevor Bayliss began to deal with the problem in the year ................................................... .

27. The idea for the invention came to him from a(n) ................................... programme he saw on TV.

28. This programme was about Africa’s AIDS .................................................. .

29. There were regular radio broadcasts of ................................................. care information in Africa.

30. The reason why many people never heard these broadcasts was a lack of ....................................... .
31. The main problem was that these important items were scarce and ................................................ .
32. The thing Trevor Bayliss invented was a(n) .................................................. radio.
33. Nelson Mandela described the new invention as ‘a fantastic ...................................................’ .
34. The name of the radio programme is a three letter abbreviation: .................................................. .
35. The program will be broadcast on BBC 1, at 10 o’clock ..................................................... .
This is the end of TASK 4, and also the end of the Listening Exam.
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